
MINUTES
TURBEVILLE TOWN COUNCIL / PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING
April 30, 2024
6:00 p.m.

Members Present:	Mayor Tammy Hicks, Councilmembers Herbert Mims,
Albert Mobley, Judy Coker, and Ericson Coker

Others Present:	Town Clerk Kaitlin Alexander, Assistant Town Clerk Taylor Osborne, Public Works Director Ellis Evans, Town Administrator Howard Garland, Carolyn Newsome, Ginie Turbeville and Santee Lynches COG Jeff Parkey

	
1. Mayor Hicks called the town council and planning commission meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. and declared that a quorum was present. Councilmember Mims offered the invocation.

2. Mayor Hicks introduced for council’s consideration the agenda for the April 30, 2024, joint council, and planning commission meeting. A motion was made by Councilmember Mims to approve the agenda. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Mobley and passed by unanimous vote.

3. [bookmark: _Hlk162001973][bookmark: _Hlk148433376]Jeff Parkey, from the Santee Lynches COG, began with how everyone was gathered to have a general discussion about the vision and goals for the future direction for the Town of Turbeville. Everyone was given an overall draft version of what would be included in the comprehensive plan to review. The plan is just about done, and a full draft should soon be available for council and the planning commission to review. Mr. Parkey mentioned that Lisa Mann, also from the Santee Lynches COG, has around seventy percent of the zoning ordinance/map completed. One question on the community survey that seemed to have the most consistent answers was “Which statement best represents your future vision of Turbeville.” Most residents answered that in ten years’ time, they would like to have a small, rural town but also have development in the community. Some other responses included the need for playgrounds, maintenance of buildings, including dilapidated ones. Mr. Parkey then opened the discussion to the rest of the members from council and the planning commission. 


4. Town Administrator Howard Garland mentioned how he would like to see the school represented as a big part of the plan since the school and town go hand in hand. A priority for the next ten years should be to keep the school open and if the school ever does eventually close, what would be done with the building.

Ms. Ginie Turbeville was surprised to find out that the median age for town residents was 29 and a half. It goes to show just how important schools are for Turbeville. Mayor Hicks added to that comment that high school sports and church activity both played the biggest parts in the community. When sports teams from out-of-town pass through Turbeville, they stop and eat at local businesses, which in return help those businesses with their profits.

Councilmember Judy Coker brought attention back to businesses, especially ones who buildings should be condemned or cleaned up. In the past, letters had been sent to those business owners, but nothing was ever done about the issue. Town Administrator Howard Garland asked everyone how they felt about the conditions of the roads in town and the consensus was unanimous about how poor they currently were. Councilmember Mims mentioned how hard it is to get anyone to come out and clean up ditches and get the roads fixed. Ginie Turbeville suggested we needed to reach out to our representative about the issue and Administrator Garland agreed. 

5. Some other issues that were brought were parking issues in town and possibly the start of a bus transportation service. Mr. Parkey made sure to make a note about a possible interest in bus transportation. Back to the topic of bringing in more businesses, Councilmember Judy Coker asked logically what kind of businesses we could bring to Turbeville. Some suggestions were a boutique, consignment shop or gift shop. Mr. Parkey wanted to make sure that there was currently space for any of these ideas and yes there is room but not exactly sure how safe certain buildings would be.  

6. An update on the zoning map was the next item of discussion. From the draft provided by Mr. Parkey, Ms. Ginie Turbeville made the comment the map was not right. Mr. Parkey did say right now was just a draft version but the next time they saw the map it would be a more accurate representation of the town. 


7. There being no further business, Councilmember Mims made a motion to adjourn. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Ericson Coker and passed by a unanimous vote. The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 pm.



Respectfully submitted,
Kaitlin Alexander
Town Clerk
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