
MINUTES
TURBEVILLE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
October 10, 2023
6:30 p.m.

Members Present:	Mayor Pro-Tem Herbert Mims, Councilmembers Doyl Gray,
Albert Mobley, and Judy Coker

Others Present:	Town Clerk Kaitlin Alexander, Town Administrator Bill Taylor, Public Works Director Ellis Evans, Clarendon County Councilman Pat Coker, Tammy Hicks, Pat Goodwin, Jenna Windham, Ginie Turbeville, Eric Coker, Ericson Coker, Dr. Jeff Parkey (Santee-Lynches COG), Dennis Cyphers (Santee-Lynches COG), Clarendon County Sheriff Tim Baxley, and Andrew Gulledge.  
	
1. Mayor Pro-Tem Herbert Mims called the town council meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. and declared that a quorum was present. Councilmember Gray offered the invocation.

2. Mayor Pro-Tem Mims introduced for council’s consideration the agenda for the October 10, 2023, regular council meeting. A motion was made by Councilmember Coker to approve the agenda. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Mobley and passed by unanimous vote.

3. Dennis Cyphers, Executive Director for the Santee Lynches Regional Council of Governments, gave an update on the Comprehensive Plan and Zoning Ordinance Projects for the Town of Turbeville. Cyphers stated that the last comprehensive plan for the Town of Turbeville was completed around 30 years ago. State law requires that the town have a comprehensive plan that is updated every 10 years.  He said he was looking forward to working with the town council, the planning commission and board of zoning appeals on this new plan and that there would be plenty of opportunities to gain input from the general public.  He noted that the comprehensive plan establishes a  vision for growth for the community.  The needs outlined in the plan can also assist the COG and other agencies identify potential funding resources to possibly address those needs. A well-established comprehensive plan can also be used as a marketing tool to demonstrate the town’s commitment to orderly growth and development.

In addition to the comprehensive plan, the COG will also be assisting the council in updating its zoning ordinance and official zoning map that was adopted in 1995. Some sections of the current ordinance are very vague and inconsistent with commonly established zoning regulations and have caused problems for  the town and local residents and developers. Cyphers introduced Dr. Jeff Parkey who is the planning director or the COG and indicated that he would be taking the lead in working with the town on these projects.

No one had any questions for Cyphers, however;  Mayor Pro-Tem Mims said he would like a breakdown of funding that will be spent on this project. Cyphers said he would make that information available to the municipal clerk. 

4. Mayor Pro-Tem Mims asked if anyone was present who wished to address the council. Ginie Turbeville said she was looking over the minutes from the September council meeting and had questions concerning the firing of the town inspector and did not understand how you can fire someone for enforcing laws that the council put into effect. From the county and CC&I presentations, the county would get all the income from the building permit and inspection fees and CC&I would give the town 12% as a rebate. The county would have someone over in Turbeville as fast as they could, and CC&I would have someone here the next day. What she found confusing was, before she could come to town hall to get a permit, and now she must come to town hall for a zoning verification letter then go to Manning for the permit. She asked the question how this scenario is better for the town. The Clarendon County Planning Commission are short staffed and exactly how long would you have to wait for inspections to take place. Turbeville also expressed her concern about the town not having an administrator after the end of this month. Mims said if she wants to speak further on this issue the council can add her to next month’s agenda. Turbeville also mentioned about contacting Clemson Extension about landscaping and Mims said he appreciated the concern but was currently trying to get everything calmed down. 

Town resident Andrew Gulledge added that the town needs two to three county officers patrolling since the town has had a problem with speeding. Gulledge does not understand why the town got rid of its police department because the town is no longer collecting any money for fines and, instead, are having to pay the county. He feels that the county needs to do more than what they are currently doing.  

5. Mayor Pro-Tem Mims introduced for council’s consideration a request from Jenna Windham to hold a Christmas Parade on Main Street on December 9th, 2023, at 5 p.m. A motion was made by Councilmember Coker to approve the parade request. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Mobley and passed by unanimous vote.

6. [bookmark: _Hlk148433376]Mayor Pro-Tem Mims introduced for council’s consideration the minutes from the September 12, 2023, regular council meeting. A motion was made by Councilmember Coker to approve the minutes as written. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Mobley and passed by unanimous vote. 

7. Mayor Pro-Tem Mims introduced for councils’ consideration the minutes from the September 27, 2023, special council meeting. A motion was made by Councilmember Mobley to approve the minutes as written. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Coker and passed by unanimous vote. 

8. Mayor Pro-Tem Mims introduced the second reading of Ordinance No. 2023 – 06. An Ordinance to Authorize the Transfer of Real Property, Owned by the Town of Turbeville, South Carolina to Clarendon County. This ordinance allows the town to deed the property it presently owns on the Town Square to Clarendon County and will be the site of the new public library.  Councilmember Coker made a motion to approve the second reading. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Gray and passed by unanimous vote. 

9. Mayor Pro-Tem Mims introduced the second reading of Ordinance No. 2023 – 07. An Ordinance Relating to the Recovery of Collection Costs as Part of Delinquent Debts Collected Pursuant to the Setoff Debt Collection Act. Councilmember Mobley made a motion to approve the second reading. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Coker and passed by unanimous vote. Mayor Pro-Tem Mims mentioned that this ordinance allows the town to recover any delinquent fees such as outstanding utility bills with the assistance of the SC Department of Revenue and the Municipal Association.	

10. Mayor Pro-Tem Mims introduced the first reading of Ordinance No. 2023 – 08. An Ordinance Amending the Business License of the Town of Turbeville to Update the Class Schedule as Required by Act 176 of 2020. Town Administrator Bill Taylor noted that, in accordance with Act 176 approved by the General Assembly in 2020, this is part of the requirement for the standardization of business licenses across the state. Part of the act requires every entity collecting business licenses to update the business classification schedule every two years. The class schedule is based on IRS data based on the ability of businesses to make a profit.  Councilmember Mobley asked what the classes were, and Taylor said they are found in the Appendix of the business license ordinance and are based on the NAICS (North American Industry Classification System) codes.  Councilmember Gray made a motion to approve the first reading. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Coker and passed by unanimous vote.

11. Mayor Pro-Tem Mims introduced the first reading of Ordinance No. 2023 – 09. An Ordinance Amending the Business License of the Town of Turbeville to Update the Business License Rate Schedule. Town Administrator Bill Taylor noted that after the initial period when the town updated its business license in accordance with Act 176 the town can adjust its rate schedule if needed. During the initial update the town could not realize any “windfall” from the rate schedule and, therefore, to-date, every business has been paying the same rate regardless of their business classification. The fee schedule is designed to operate with the class schedule with fees established by the town council.  The proposed fees are still lower than most in the region. Mayor Pro-Tem Mims questioned whether or not the town would have to hold a public hearing since the fees are changing. Taylor stated that a public hearing is required if the town is establishing any new fees, but the business license fee is already in place and is just being adjusted and, thus, no additional public input is required other than what is offered through two readings on the ordinance. Councilmember Coker made a motion to approve the first reading. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Gray and passed by unanimous vote.

12. There being no further business, Councilmember Coker made a motion to adjourn. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Gray and passed by a unanimous vote. The meeting was adjourned at 7:00 pm.


Respectfully submitted,
Kaitlin Alexander
Town Clerk
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