
MINUTES
TURBEVILLE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
September 12, 2023
6:30 p.m.


Members Present:	Mayor Kathryn Turbeville, Councilmembers Herbert Mims,
Albert Mobley, Doyl Gray, and Judy Coker


Others Present:	Town Clerk Kaitlin Alexander, Town Administrator Bill Taylor, Public Works Director Ellis Evans, County Councilman Pat Coker, Cheryl Wingard, Dorn Smith, and Solomon Sheriod

1. Mayor Turbeville called the town council meeting to order at 6:30 pm and declared that a quorum was present. Councilmember Mims offered the invocation.

2. Mayor Turbeville introduced for council’s consideration the agenda for the September 12, 2023, regular council meeting. A motion was made by Councilmember Mims to approve the agenda. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Coker and passed by unanimous vote.

3. Mayor Turbeville asked if anyone was present who wished to address the council. Clarendon County Councilmember Pat Coker informed the council that the name and the details of the new manufacturing plant that will be located in the industrial park in Manning should soon be revealed later this month. He also mentioned that the new Walker Gamble Elementary School  should be breaking ground sometime in December. 


4. Mayor Turbeville introduced for council’s consideration the minutes from the July 11, 2023, regular council meeting. A motion was made by Councilmember Mobley to approve the minutes as written. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Mims and passed by unanimous vote.

5. [bookmark: _Hlk137019770]Mayor Turbeville called attention to the second reading of ordinance No. 2023 – 04: An Ordinance Making Certain Amendments to Chapter 16 of the Turbeville Town Code Relating to Municipal Elections. Town Administrator Taylor noted this ordinance is to help the Town of Turbeville be compliant with the state statute regarding the filing period before general and special elections. Councilmember Mobley made a motion to approve the second reading of Ordinance 2023-04. The motion was then seconded by Councilmember Coker and passed by unanimous vote. 

6. Mayor Turbeville then introduced for council’s consideration the second reading of Ordinance No. 2023-05: An Ordinance Amending the Fiscal year 2023-2024 Annual Budget for the Town of Turbeville. Administrator Taylor stated that a few days after the town council approved their annual budget, the town was notified about a change of the sheriff’s contract amount. Taylor had originally spoken with the Clarendon County Administrator in preparing for the budget and was told that the county was going to be providing a 1.6% cost of living increase for its employees, but he did not mention anything about any other adjustments or the update and implementation of a new compensation plan for the county. 

In order to make up the additional funding necessary to fund the increase in the sheriff’s contract, Taylor is recommending that the town council increase the millage rate an additional 9.2 mills. In addition, Taylor had contacted the Santee Lynches COG and asked that their work on the town’s comprehensive plan not begin until the last quarter of 2023 which will allow the town to fund that project over two fiscal years. This millage increase and the reduction in the funding for this comprehensive plan should enable the town to meet the financial obligations of the contract with the sheriff’s office. A motion was made by Councilmember Gray to approve the second reading of Ordinance 2023-05. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Mobley and passed by unanimous vote. 

7. Mayor Turbeville then introduced for council’s consideration Ordinance No. 2023-06: An Ordinance to Authorize the Transfer of Real Property, Owned by the Town of Turbeville, South Carolina to Clarendon County. Administrator Taylor stated he has been working with the Smith family along with Clarendon County on this and that Clarendon County will own the land on which the library will be located. Councilmember Mobley asked if the Puddin’ Swamp Festival would be affected by the placement of the library. Mayor Turbeville stated the festival will not be affected. Councilmember Coker made a motion to approve the first reading of Ordinance 2023-06. The motion was then seconded by Councilmember Mims and passed by unanimous vote.

8. Mayor Turbeville then introduced for council’s consideration Ordinance No. 2023-07: An Ordinance Relating to the Recovery of Collection Costs as Part of Delinquent Debts Collected Pursuant to the Setoff Debt Collection Act. Administrator Taylor said this ordinance would help the Town of Turbeville recover debt that is owed to them from customers. The debts would be taken from any state tax returns the customer would be receiving. Councilmember Gray made a motion to approve the first reading of Ordinance 2023-07. The motion was then seconded by Councilmember Mims and passed by unanimous vote.

9. Mayor Turbeville introduced for council’s consideration Resolution 2023-R-01. A Resolution to Rename the Town Square in Honor of Dr. C. D. and Effie R. Smith and Name the New County Library Facility for Dr. Kate E. Smith. Mayor Turbeville read the resolution. A motion was made by Councilmember Coker to approve Resolution 2023-R-01. This motion was seconded by Councilman Mobley and passed by unanimous vote. 

10. Dorn Smith thanked the Town of Turbeville for their consideration. Councilmember Coker asked about the plans for the new library. Dorn Smith said he does not have them yet but when he gets them, he will give them to anyone who wants to see them.



11. Mayor Turbeville introduced for council’s consideration Resolution 2023-R-02. A Resolution to Authorize the Municipal Association of South Carolina to Act as Claimant Agency for the Collection of Debt on Behalf of the Town of Turbeville in Accordance with the Set-Off Debt Collection Act. Administrator Taylor said this resolution is to allow authorization to the Municipal Association of South Carolina to collect the debts and then forward those outstanding funds to the town. A motion was made by Councilmember Mims to approve Resolution 2023-R-02. This motion was seconded by Councilman Gray and passed by unanimous vote.

12. Mayor Turbeville reported that there was an issue that needed to be discussed in the Executive Session. The issue was an employment matter in accordance with §30-40-70(a)(1) of the State Code. Councilmember Mims made a motion to enter Executive Session. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Mobley and passed by unanimous vote.

13. The Council returned from Executive Session. Councilmember Gray made a motion to re-enter the regular session. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Coker and passed by unanimous vote. Mayor Turbeville stated that while in executive session, no decisions were made, nor votes taken. 

14. Councilmember Mims stated there were two issues that were discussed while in executive session but only one issue that needed to be voted on. Councilmember Mims made a motion to terminate Code Enforcement Officer Curt Whaley and to hire Clarendon County to perform the duties that Mr. Whaley performs. Mayor Turbeville asked the reasoning for this decision. Councilmember Mims said that since the Code Enforcement Officer has been working for the town, he has been confusing the citizens and that he has stopped people from doing work inside the town. Administrator Taylor asked the council how someone can be terminated if they are performing their job correctly and stated he personally did not agree with this, but he is not allowed to have a vote. Mayor Turbeville asked the council members what their votes would be. All councilmembers voted to terminate Mr. Whaley and to hire the county to perform these functions. Mayor Turbeville stated she was against this motion, and she thought the council members were trying to cater to certain residents of the town.

15. There being no further business, Councilmember Gray made a motion to adjourn. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Mims and passed by a unanimous vote. The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 pm.




Respectfully submitted,
Kaitlin Alexander
Town Clerk
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